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Dear friends and colleagues: 

Many of you have followed the work of the Children’s Law 
Center for years now. Some of you have only recently 
learned of our work, or perhaps have had occasion to use 
our services or refer a child or parent to us.  There are still 
others who we have not yet reached, and who may need our 
help some day, and we continue to look for ways to provide 
outreach to those individuals and families.  

Since 1989, the Children’s Law Center has stayed true to its mission of protecting the 
rights of children and ensuring that the systems charged with their care, custody and 
education uphold their responsibilities. Representing children and youth is a privi-
lege, and one which requires specialized training, compassion and an understanding 
of developmental differences from their adult counterparts.  Providing holistic  rep-
resentation requires that our lawyers look not only at how to achieve positive legal 
outcomes for their young clients, but also how other high risk factors for the child 
can be minimized or removed.  I’m proud of the lawyers and advocates who work at 
the Children’s Law Center every day providing quality legal services to some of the 
most high risk children and youth in our community.  This past year, we achieved 
positive legal outcomes in 89% of our cases, and helped children in countless other 
ways with securing other needed services, such as housing, counseling, education, 
employment or psychological or medical care. Our continued focus on transitioning 
youth has grown in scope as recognition of the complex needs of systems youth con-
tinues to gain traction and interest.  

We achieved other milestones this year as well. After 12 years of litigation against 
Ohio’s juvenile correctional agencies, a long and well deserved end to the case was 
achieved in December after the closure of 5 facilities, a 70% reduction in youth, and 
significant improvement in conditions. We ended the long standing practice of reli-
ance on solitary confinement as a method of behavior management. We continue to 
focus on reducing youth incarceration rates and improving conditions of confine-
ment in other cases across Ohio through litigation, policy work and communications 
about best practices and sound juvenile justice policies. 

Our Lexington office moved this year, and I could not be more proud of the new team 
in place in 2015-16.  Stay tuned this year for great new developments from them and 
others in our Covington office. 

I hope you will find this snapshot of the year helpful in better understanding our 
work. It has made me reflect back upon how much we have accomplished, yet how 
much is left to do. 

Best regards, 
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Mission Statement 
 

Children’s Law Center, Inc. (CLC) is a non-profit legal ser-
vice center protecting the rights of children and youth to 
help them overcome barriers and transition into adult-
hood, better advocate for their needs, and successfully 
contribute to society. It provides individual legal advocacy 
to children and youth, and through public policy work, 
training and education, impact litigation, and juvenile de-
fender support services, seeks to improve the systems that 
serve them. CLC offers services in both Kentucky and 
Ohio, and collaborates with other organizations within the 
region and nationally on a variety of topics. 
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Development Director 

John Vissman 

 

Business Manager 

Louise Sheard 

 

Office Administrator 

Maggie Kane 

Attorneys 

Emily Cochran, Esq. 
Tiffanny Smith, Esq. 
Chelsea Young, Esq.  
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Consultants 

Ava Crow, Esq. 
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Youth Re-Entry Advocate 

Garien Gatewood 

 
Chase Children’s Law Center Clinic Director 
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Executive Director 

Kim Tandy, Esq. 
 

Managing Attorney 

Acena Beck, Esq.  
 

Managing Attorney, Lexington 

Amanda Mullins Bear, Esq. 
 

Ohio Policy and Litigation Director 

Rickell Howard, Esq. 
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Presenting Problems Individual Advocacy for Children 

 

What do our 

lawyers do?  

CLC lawyers identify 
the risk factors of our 
young clients and 
work holistically to 
resolve the legal is-
sues impacting them. 
89% of our clients 
experience posi-
tive legal out-
comes. 

Family Court   
Involvement 

Juvenile 
and Adult 
Court Issues 

Disruption 
to the  
Education 
Process 

Homeless-
ness 

Unmet Men-
tal Health 
Needs  

How Many  

children & 

Youth did We 

Serve from  

July 2015—

June 2016? 

Northern Kentucky - 280 
Central Kentucky - 142 
Louisville - 57 
Eastern Kentucky - 31 
Ohio - 68 

578 
Clients Served 
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Legal Issues  

Include: 

Isaiah 

“CLC helped me with success and helped me get 
where I needed to go. If it wasn’t for Emily 
Cochran’s help and support, I never would have 
graduated high school. I came from a long jour-
ney, but I made it. A lot of people didn’t think I 
would make it, but Emily believed in me and 
was there for me every step of the way. If it was-
n’t for CLC, I would not be where I am today.” 

In addition to the 578 youth we provided with full representation, we provided 
282 others with brief information, consultations, and/or referrals.  



Presenting Problems 

56% of our clients experienced  
problems related to their education.   

Nearly half of our clients 

experienced physical, men-

tal, and/or  sexual abuse.  

4 7 % 

62% of our clients experienced issues  
directly linked to poverty. 
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Two-thirds (2/3) of 

our clients had 

pending court cases 

including delin-

quency, status of-

fenses, family court, 

criminal court, or 

incarceration. 

56% of our clients had 
emotional, physical, and/
or cognitive disabilities.  



Youth In Transition 
 

In FY16 Children’s Law Center served 57 youth experiencing  

homelessness in  Kenton, Campbell and Boone Counties. 

During FY16 CLC’s project coordinator, Garien Gatewood, has provided 

44 youth the services and support they need to successfully re-enter 

their communities after spending time in out-of-home placements. 
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Education: 24  youth served identified education  as a barrier. 

Youth Re-Entry Project 

4 

Housing: 18 youth served identified  housing as a barrier. 

13 youth have secured hous-

ing or have a housing plan 

to be implemented upon re-

lease from detention. 

JFS helped resolve hous-

ing issues for 4 youth. 
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Employment: 24 youth served identified employment as a barrier. 

13 of the 15 eligible youth 

have been employed, had job 

interviews and/or leads, or 

have employment programs 

to attend in the near future.  

15 youth are eligible 

for employment. The 

other 9 youth are in 

DYS or DRC. 

19 youth were assisted directly, either by   

enrolling in credit recovery schools, CPS 

schools, virtual, or GED programs. The other 

5 opted out of pursing education further. 

5 

Youth Homelessness Project 

This past year CLC’s Youth Homelessness  
Project connected with 240 other service  
providers to coordinate service delivery 
and we developed three county-specific re-
search guides targeted for use by youth. 
Children with insecure housing often ex-
perience higher rates of depression and 
other mental health issues, physical ill-
nesses, and difficulty in school. 



 

NKU Chase  

College of Law  

Children’s Law 

Clinic 

In 2011 CLC and Chase College of Law collaborated to form the NKU Chase Chil-
dren’s Law Center Clinic. The Clinic, which is housed on the third floor of CLC’s Cov-
ington office, is an educational model that allows law students to gain real-world ex-
perience representing young clients while being closely  supervised by Chase Law 
professor Amy Halbrook. Once oriented to practice, students are assigned to actual 
cases. 

Through participation in the Clinic, students develop skills necessary to the success-
ful practice of law and are  exposed to multiple perspectives on justice, fairness and 
morality.  Each student, preparing to soon become a lawyer,  is encouraged to reflect 
on attorneys' roles and ethical responsibilities.  

In FY16 the Chase Children’s Law Center Clinic students, under the direct  
supervision of Professor Amy Halbrook, took on 59 family law cases. 
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Employment: 24 youth served identified employment as a barrier. 
In addition to the Chase 

Law Clinic, Children’s Law 

Center works with stu-

dents from many other 

law schools in the region, 

as well as some students 

from  undergraduate pro-

grams. 
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Matthews v. Williams — (U.S. District Court, Southern District of Ohio)  

This federal civil rights case, filed in 2014 by CLC and private counsel, alleged that youth 

before the Hamilton County Ohio Juvenile Court were routinely arrested and detained 

without sufficient findings of probable cause in violation of their due process rights. In Oc-

tober 2015, Juvenile Court officials agreed to revise several Juvenile Court policies and 
practices related to processing complaints, issuing arrest warrants, making probable cause 

determinations and conducting detention hearings.  The settlement also resulted in an 

amendment to the County’s local rules of practice in order to ensure that due process is af-
forded to all youth appearing before the court.   

S.R. v. Korzenborn — (U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Kentucky)  

This federal civil rights case was filed in August 2015 by CLC, Dinsmore & Shohl and the 

ACLU on behalf of two Covington elementary school students with disabilities.  The chil-

dren, ages 8 and 9, were handcuffed by a school resource officer unnecessarily and with ex-

cessive force.  The complaint alleged that handcuffing the young students violated their 
Fourth Amendment rights, and that the Sheriff’s Department’s policy permitting the hand-

cuffing of students with disabilities practices violated the Americans with Disabilities Act.  

In October 2015, the United States Department of Justice filed a statement of interest in 
this matter.   

Impact Litigation 

CLC lawyers continue to use litigation as a tool to trans-

form the systems serving youth and promote systemic policy 

reforms.  This year, CLC has worked to improve conditions of 

confinement in state and local detention facilities, enhance 

procedural protections for youth in juvenile court and 

schools, and provided supportive services for litigation  

driven by other attorneys and agencies.   

 

Ohio v. Matthew Aalim – (Supreme Court of Ohio)  

A brief for Amicus Curiae was filed on January 8, 2016 by CLC on behalf of ten (10) organi-

zations in this state appeal challenging Ohio laws that require mandatory transfer of youth 
to adult court.  Oral arguments were held before the Supreme Court of Ohio in April 2016.   

7 

J.H. v. Moore and MCJDC – (U.S. District Court, Southern District of Ohio)  

CLC joined this federal civil rights case as co-counsel for Plaintiffs in October 2014. The 

case was filed on behalf of nine (9) youth held under unconstitutional conditions, including  



CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED CLOSED 

5 of 8 youth facilities 

Were closed  
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Youth Facility Population  

Decreased by 75% 

1,800 + 

450 

8 

lengthy periods of solitary confinement and confinement in mechanical restraint chairs, in 

the Multi-County Juvenile Detention Center in Lancaster, Ohio. The detention facility holds 
youth from Perry, Fairfield, Licking and Hocking Counties in Ohio.  The case concluded in 

November 2015 resulting in compensation for the youth Plaintiffs and a private settlement 

agreement which required on-going policy reforms of the detention center’s seclusion prac-

tices.   

S.H. v. Stickrath — (U.S. District Court, Southern District of Ohio) 

This federal class action civil rights case, originally filed in November of 2004 on behalf 

of youth held in Ohio’s state juvenile detention facilities, reached its final conclusion 
and was terminated by agreement in December of 2015.  The suit alleged system-wide 

failure regarding conditions of confinement that endangered youth’s health, safety, and 

well-being and denied them of due process.  State and youth attorneys worked collec-

tively to create a comprehensive settlement that was approved by the court in May 
2008.  From 2008 to 2015, the Ohio Department of Youth Services underwent a tre-

mendous shift in culture and programming, including:  closing 5 juvenile detention fa-

cilities, reducing its youth population by nearly 70%, drastically reducing the use of soli-
tary confinement practices and making significant improvements to its system of mental 

health and programming.   
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In March of 2015 Turner Construction Company was commissioned by the Chil-
dren’s Law Center to construct a full-sized replica of a solitary confinement cell. 
“The Box” was presented for the first time as an interactive exhibit at the Ohio 
State Bar Association Convention, which took place from April 27 through April 
29. The exhibit was intended to raise awareness about the use of solitary con-
finement in youth facilities in Ohio and to help participants develop a deeper 
understanding of the experience of isolation. The debut of The Box at the con-
vention marked approximately one year since the Stop Solitary for Ohio’s Youth 
Campaign was launched. Since that time, the campaign continues to garner sup-
port and there is a complementary campaign that started in April on the nation-
al level.  

Stop Solitary for Ohio Youth 

In March of 2015, we launched the Stop 
Solitary for Ohio's Youth Campaign to 
bring attention to the harmful effect of 
isolation on youth in confinement.  The 
campaign has garnered the support of 
more than 35 state and national organiza-
tions, and hundreds of individuals who 
join us in recognizing the need for more 
humane and effective treatment of chil-
dren.  The Campaign includes litigation, 
education, communications strategies and 
policy reforms as strategies.   

Stop Solitary for Ohio’s Youth is commit-
ted to eliminating the harmful practice of 
secluding youth in adult jails and prisons, 
state youth correctional facilities, local ju-
venile detention centers, and residential 
treatment facilities.  

© Richard Ross, juvenile-in-justice.com     
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We were honored to work with the Fusion Network team on its Emmy nominat-
ed documentary Prison Kids.  This 60 minute documentary describes a failed ju-
venile justice system which has relied upon mass incarceration of children, often 
in ineffective and harmful conditions. Prison Kids includes the stories of three 
youth who were incarcerated at DYS, including their experiences in solitary con-
finement.  Kim Tandy is featured as one of the Plaintiffs' lawyers who helped to 
end this  practice. 

In November, the Children's Law Center 
and its partner the National Underground 
Railroad Freedom Center sponsored a pow-
erful conversation about the need for juve-
nile justice reform in Hamilton County.  
The forum identified the need for:  
 
 Safely reducing youth arrest and deten-

tion rates 
 Improving youth/police relationships 
 improving educational opportunities 
 Reducing racial disparities at key points 
 Facilitating successful youth re-entry 

Nearly 200 people, including youth leaders, community organizations, and national ex-
perts in the area of juvenile justice, were in attendance. The Youth Lives Matter Forum 
featured James Bell, the founder and executive director of the Burns Institute, Lisa 
Thurau, the founder and executive director of Strategies for Youth, and Carter Stewart, 
the U.S. Attorney for the Southern District Ohio.  

Advocating for Ohio Youth 
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This year more than 500 people attended our 
4th Annual Dancing with the CLC Stars 
Fundraising Event and we raised more than 

$73,000 in unrestricted funds to support our 
work representing children and youth. 

 
 Grand Champion:  
 Brent Cooper 
 
 Talent Champions:  
 Jennifer Kinsley & Jamie Ramsey 
 
 Fundraising Champion:  
 Joe Bayer 

 
Other CLC Dancing Stars: David Armstrong, 

Elizabeth Knight, Lisa Mulcahy, and Leah 
Zipperstein! 

 
Save the Date: The 5th Annual Dancing 
with the CLC Stars will be on Thursday, May 
25, 2017. 
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Every year, CLC partners with En-
semble Theatre Cincinnati for the 
holiday fun and fundraiser. We 
raised  $4,500 in 2015 and more 
than 100 children and their fami-
lies attended the performance.  
Funds raised through the event 
are used by CLC to help Greater 
Cincinnati's children and youth 
remain in school classrooms, are 
used to help homeless children 
and youth in Northern Kentucky, 
are used to help youth reentering 
into society from incarceration or 
moving out of foster care, and are 
used to ensure children's and 
youth's fundamental rights are 
upheld.  
 
 

This event is dedicated to 
Mary Fisher. 

Cinderella 
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Applegate  Dentistry 

Baird Private Wealth Management 

Bayer Becker 

BB&T 

Big Nick Classic 

Blue & Company, LLC. 

Calfee, Halter, & Griswold, LLP 

Centennial, Inc.  

C-Forward 

Chamber Office Park Developers 

CHC Manufacturing, Inc. 

Chiropractic Healthcare of Northern 
 Kentucky 

Crossroads Property, LLC. 

CSX Corporate Citizenship 

Disability Rights Ohio 

Duke Energy 

Gerhardstein and Branch 

Heritage Bank 

JPM Consulting 

Keating Muething &  Klekamp LLP 

Kroger 

Loftus Plastic Surgery Center 

NKU College of Education &  

 Human Service  

Northern Kentucky Bar Association 

Northern Kentucky Chamber of  Com-
merce 

Northern Kentucky University 

Oriental Wok 

Robert W. Baird and Company, Inc. 

SpliceNet 

Strategic Settlements 

Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP 

The Lawrence Firm 

Thompson Hine 

Thomson Reuters 

Thomas More College 

Toyota Motor Engineering and  Man-
ufacturing North  

 America, Inc. 

Turner Construction Company 

Zalla Companies 

Andrew Jergens Foundation 

Baird Foundation, Inc.  

Charles and Ruth Seligman Family 
 Foundation 

Cincinnati Bar Foundation 

Impact Fund 

Kentucky Administrative Office of 
 the Courts 

Kentucky Bar Foundation 

P&G Fund 

Public Welfare Foundation 

R.C. Durr Foundation 

Roselle Foundation 

Spaulding Foundation 

The Butler Foundation 

The Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile, 
 Jr. Foundation/US Bank 

The Daniel and Susan Pfau  

 Foundation 

The George Gund Foundation 

The Greater Cincinnati Foundation 

Thomas J. Emery Memorial  

United Way of Greater Cincinnati 

United Way of the Bluegrass 

WHAS Crusade for Children 

 

 

Foundations 



Covington 

1002 Russell Street 

Covington, KY 41011 

P: 859.431.3313  |  F: 859.655.7553 

Lexington 

215 W. Short St. Ste. 205 

Lexington, KY 40507 

P: 859.253.3353  |  F: 859.275.1115 

www.childrenlawky.org 

www.facebook.com/clcky 

www.twitter.com/childrenslaw 
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