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MISSION:  
Children’s Law Center, Inc. (CLC) is a 
non-profit legal service center protecting 
the rights of children and youth to help 
them overcome barriers and transition into 
adulthood, better advocate for their needs, 
and successfully contribute to society. It 
provides individual legal advocacy to 
children and youth, and through public 
policy work, training and education, 
impact litigation, and juvenile defender 
support services, seeks to improve the 
systems that serve them. CLC offers 
services in both Kentucky and Ohio, and 
collaborates with other organizations 
within the region and nationally on a 
variety of topics. 
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Who are our clients?  
Children and youth come to CLC for a variety of reasons. Many if not most have 
experienced poverty, childhood maltreatment and/or trauma exposure, or lack stable 
supports within their families and communities. Some have received inequitable 
treatment as a result of their race, ethnicity, sexual orientation or disability.  
Frequently, they are involved in the juvenile or criminal justice systems, family court, 
the child welfare system, the mental health system, or they lack access to appropriate 
education. When we begin the representation of a child, we continue that 
representation as the child moves into adulthood if our legal assistance is required.  
 
 
What do our lawyers do?  
CLC lawyers identify the risk factors of our young clients and work holistically to 
resolve the legal issues which brought them to our door, as well as helping youth to 
better advocate for themselves. Legal issues include:  
 
• Juvenile and Adult Court Issues   •      Family Court Involvement  
• Disruption to the Education Process   •      Unmet Mental Health Needs  
• Homelessness 
 
How many children did we represent?  
Youth were referred from family, juvenile and criminal courts, schools, social service 
organizations and other lawyers for help. In FY 2015 we served 510 child clients. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read on to learn about two advocacy projects that 
were piloted in the past year and the impact they 

have had on our community. 







 

 
 

CLC lawyers continue to use litigation as a tool to transform the systems responsible for 
the care and treatment of youth and promote systemic policy reforms.  CLC has worked to 
improve conditions of confinement, enhance procedural protections for youth, and provide 
supportive services for litigation driven by other attorneys and agencies.  Children in custody 
are disproportionately youth of color, and many are diagnosed with mental health or 
educational disabilities.  
 

S.H. v. Reed: 
This class action case, originally filed in 2004 against the Ohio Department of Youth Services, 
is in its final stages as DYS works to strengthen its mental health system for both males in its 
own facilities, as well as females in facilities with which it contracts.  In May of 2014, DYS 
entered into an agreement to resolve ongoing disputes regarding mental health, including the 
use of excessive isolation, including for disciplinary purposes.  This agreement also included a 
resolution of claims filed by the United States Department of Justice.  The agreement sets forth 
provisions which require measures that can strengthen the behavioral health system and reduce 
violence, lesson the reliance on intervention seclusion and eliminate disciplinary seclusion, and 
create additional measures for those youth who exhibit frequent behavioral issues.   
 

Matthews et. al. v. Williams et. al.: 
In November 2014, CLC attorneys filed a federal civil rights case on behalf of youth in 
Hamilton County, Ohio, who are arrested and detained without regard for their basic due 
process rights. The lawsuit alleged that the juvenile court systematically arrested and detained 
youth without probable cause. The result, the complaint alleged, created harm to youth who 
were arrested and detained, disrupted their education, employment and family life 
unnecessarily, and violated their rights under the United States Constitution. The youth 
plaintiffs in this case seek changes in the juvenile court’s policies and practices to ensure 
compliance with constitutional requirements in issuing warrants and in making probable cause 
determinations for youth once detained. 
 

J.H. v. Moore: 
In October 2014, CLC joined as co-counsel for plaintiffs in a case brought in Federal court 
against the Multi-County Juvenile Detention Facility based in Lancaster, Ohio.  Nine youth 
alleged that they were systematically mistreated in the facility and placed in solitary 
confinement and restraint chairs for extended periods.  The detention facility holds youth from Perry, 
Fairfield, Licking and Hocking Counties in Ohio.  The youth are seeking are changes in the detention 
center’s seclusion policies and practices.  





 

 
 
CLC attorneys continue their advocacy for youth outside the courtroom and traditional 
legal settings by engaging in large scale reforms with all three branches of 
government – legislative, administrative and judicial – on behalf of youth.  These 
reforms focus either on supporting changes that would have a positive impact on youth 
or advocating against changes that could negatively impact youth.   

 
In this capacity, CLC has engaged and continues to engage in a variety of efforts, 
including: 
o Testifying before the legislature or participating in legislative stakeholder 

meetings on issues affecting youth in the school to prison pipeline or the 
juvenile or adult criminal justice systems. 

o Engaging in the rulemaking process on proposed administrative regulation 
changes by state agencies. 

o Monitoring and weighing in on changes to juvenile court rules, particularly 
with regard to full implementation of Kentucky’s new juvenile code and 
Ohio’s newly expanded right to counsel.  

o Developing advocacy documents, such as fact sheets and reports, to collect 
and analyze data and research on issues facing youth as well as inform 
stakeholders about any changes in the field. 

o Working with youth and families who become involved in the school to 
prison pipeline or juvenile justice system to tell their stories and become 
engaged in the advocacy process. 

o Working with the media to highlight issues facing youth in news stories and 
opinion pieces. 

o Collaborating with community stakeholders and organizations to address 
challenges for youth, particularly those youth returning to their 
communities from out of home placements.   

 
Through its public policy work, CLC also helps to create a stronger voice for youth by 
working in partnership with other youth advocates, including children’s attorneys and 
public defenders and other organizations that focus on issues facing youth both at the 
state and national levels.   
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Stop Solitary for Ohio’s Youth is committed to eliminating the harmful practice of 
secluding youth in adult jails and prisons, state youth correctional facilitates, local 
juvenile detention centers, and residential treatment facilities. 
 
There is no law in Ohio which prohibits the placement of kids in solitary 
confinement in juvenile or adult facilities. Kids as young as 10, may be kept in cells 
no larger than a bathroom without windows for 22+ hours a day. Youth in solitary 
confinement are often denied meaningful programming, education, and recreation 
contributing to poor outcomes and recidivism. 
 
No matter the age or amount of time placed in solitary, people can experience 
trauma, hallucinations, and suicidal thoughts. Since youth are still developing, the 
effects are even more detrimental.  A growing number of states and leading 
organizations, including the American Academy of Child & Adolescent 
Psychiatry, the United Nations, The Anne E. Casey Foundation, and The 
American Civil Liberties Union, are against solitary confinement of young people. 
There are no mandatory guidelines in Ohio for: monitoring facilities that use 
seclusion; for regulating or reporting its use even for brief periods of time; or 
protocols for responding to youth who have experienced seclusion. 

You can help. Sign our petition to tell Governor Kasich that Ohio youth should 
not be subjected to solitary confinement and that all facilities that may use forms 

of seclusion on youth be monitored. 
 

http://chn.ge/1Osx4Kbgh 



 
 

The United States Supreme Court held in 1967 that youth have a constitutional right to 
counsel in delinquency proceedings under the due process clause of the United States 
Constitution. Youth who have contact with the delinquency system need to be presented by 
well-trained juvenile defense attorneys who have the resources and capability to zealously 
represent them. Skilled juvenile defenders are crucial to protect the rights of youth accused 
of crimes, as well as to ensure that youth understand the charges against them and advocate 
for the best possible results. 

 

CENTRAL JUVENILE DEFENDER CENTER (CJDC) 
As the regional affiliate of the National Juvenile Defender Center, the Children’s Law 
Center, Inc. houses the Central Juvenile Defender Center. The CJDC focuses on juvenile law 
issues in Arkansas, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio, and Tennessee.  The Center 
coordinates regional activities, including helping to compile and analyze juvenile indigent 
defense data, facilitating organizing and networking opportunities for juvenile defenders, 
offering targeted, state-based training and technical assistance, and providing case support 
specifically designed for complex or high profile cases. Through our defender services, CLC 
provided: 

 

• Quality continuing legal education to approximately 125 Ohio juvenile defenders 
• Quality continuing legal education to approximately 100 Indiana juvenile defenders 
• Quality continuing legal education to approximately 30 Kansas juvenile defenders 
• Support to train 14 juvenile defenders to become certified JTIP Trainers 
 

JUVENILE DETENTION ALTERNATIVES INITITAIVE (JDAI)  
Since 2010, CLC has piloted the Ohio Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative (JDAI) 
Indigent Defense Project. JDAI is a national initiative of the Annie E. Casey Foundation 
which promotes changes to policies, practices and programs to: reduce reliance on secure 
confinement, improve public safety,  reduce racial disparities & bias, save taxpayers’ dollars, 
and stimulate overall juvenile justice reforms. We focus on engaging defenders in detention 
reform, providing technical assistance, and improving access to counsel in Cuyahoga, 
Franklin, Lucas, Mahoning, Marion, Montgomery, Summit, and Trumbull counties. In 2014, 
the project: 
 

• Conducted system assessments for 3 new JDAI counties 
• Provided two training events to approximately 80 local juvenile defense attorneys 

 







 

TRAINGINGS and EDUCATION  
  

 

  
  
 

Building up Future Leaders in Child Advocacy 
 

The Children’s Law Center works with law students from Salmon P. 
Chase College of Law, the University of Kentucky Law School, and the 
University of Cincinnati College of Law through fellowships and 
externships. Additionally, social work and criminal justice students from 
universities both locally and nationally have volunteered and completed 
internships through the Center. 

Issues discussed on ‘Spotlight on Youth’ include:  
 

Helping Kids Return From Out of Home Placements 
Promoting Healthy Communities Through Violence Prevention 
Removing the Shackles and Helping Kids Succeed 
Pushing Kids Towards Success vs. Pushing Them Out of School  

 
Topics of ‘Quick Take Ohio’ included:  

Sorting Through Fact and Fiction: What’s a Heartless Felon? 
Recognizing the Journey in Ohio’s Juvenile Corrections System 
Ending the Harmful Practice of Solitary Confinement for Youth  

 
 

To listen to archived shows visit 
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/spotlightonyouth 





 

  

 

“During my experience in the 

Clinic, I learned that attorneys have 
many hats. We are problem solvers, 
social workers, counselors and 
friends. I was assigned a case in 
clinic to help a young lady with 
reentry services. We spoke and met 
with community providers; 
developed goals with our client; 
worked closely with her attorney; and 
presented a plan to the court for 
consideration. It was rewarding to see 
the appreciation in our client’s eyes. I 
believe that every child and client 
deserves someone in their corner. 
The Clinic developed that belief in 
me on such a profound level that I 
will always carry it with me.”   
 

Heather Andress 
Class of 2015  
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